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(terra nobilis) or when the king or one of the great
nobles conferred upon him the qualification of nobi-
lity as a gift for services rendered or certain abilities
for which he was noted. The qualification of nobility
was then attached to the land he owned and was in-
herited by his children. It is evident that the creation
of nobles in this manner was an excellent means to
surround the throne with persons who supported it
and looked after its interests. That age was, in fact,
the beginning of the rise of monarchy and its libera-
tion from the shackles of feudalism, and the prepon-
derance of its institution on all other systems of domi-
nation and government. The inheritance of nobility
was at first limited to the male descendants, but the
inclination of the throne to the adoption of the afore-
said policy soon after led to granting it to females.
Thus a woman could confer the qualification of nobi-
lity upon her descendants who then became knights
and nobles.
When the feudal system was settled, and the
resources of aristocracy increased by the improvement
of agriculture, the duty of the knight to follow the
prince at his own expense became, as regards the
feudal lords, the highest kind of honour and dignity.
When the knight donned all his accoutrements,
carried arms which covered him from head to foot, and
mounted his horse like wise covered with iron and steel,
he could meet tens of unarmed men of the lower
classes. When some of these knights would come to-
gether they could terrify hundreds and thousands of
their followers and force them to submit and obey. It
is evident that the growth of this enmity, or its mere
existence, often led, on many occasions, to sanguinary
battles in which the masses found means to avenge
themselves from the tyranny of the knights. But the
combination of rights and duties of both parties, in the
ordinary affairs of life, supported a social system like
chivalry Jacking all the elements of political settlement.